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Dear Bruce:
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Pursuant to our conversation, I am enclosing a copy of the Settlement Agreement with
the City of Cordele, along with a copy of check #104157 in the amount of $6,000.00 from the‘
City of Cordele for partial payment of legal fees expended in this matter. As we agreed, the firm

will deposit this check into the firm’s account and deduct this same amount from your

Association’s balance. As you review the Seitlement Agreement, please note the procedure
through which contractors may receive a credit against any {uture permit in this jurisdiction.

Thank you for permitting the firm to pursue this matter on behalf of the Association.

Please call me with any questions.
Sincerely,

Les A, Schneider

LAS:rdb
Enclosures




SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT
In consideration of the mutyal undertakings and promises contained in this Settlement
Agreement (the “Agreement”) is nﬁ% by and between Pro-Tech Air, LLC (“Pro-Tech”) and the
City of Cordele (“City”) this z; 5 +day of November, 2015.

Whereas, Pro-Tech has filed a lawsuit styled Pro-Tech Air, LLC individually and on
behalf of all other similarly situated v, City of Cordele, Civil Action No. 14-V-288, Superior
Court of Crisp County, GA (the “Action™).

WHEREAS, in the lawsuit Pro-Tech alleged that the fees charged by the City for mechanical
permits and the administrative fee assessed pursuant to City Code section 6-33 against out of city

contraciors like Pro-Tech are contrary to Georgia State law, specifically O.C.G.A. § 48-13-5 (6);
and

WHEREAS, if this matter were to proceed to litigation and the courts were to agree with the
contractors that the registration fee was contrary to the law and contractors would be entitled to
recovet from the City reasonable attorney's fees and costs pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 48-13-9.1; and

WHEREAS, the City, while disagreeing with the allegations in the complaint as amended by
Pro-Tech has reviewed the assertions and finds that there is sufficient concern such that it is in the

best interest of the City to suspend the payment of the fees and resolve the issues raised by the
Pro-Tech as follows:

1. The City shall, as of December 1, through its administrative authority, temporarily charge
a flat fee of $20.00 for the mechanical permit and the inspection of the work until such
time that the City can enact fees that comport with Georgia State law.

2. The City will suspend collecting a Section 6-33 Administrative Fee from mechanical
contractors that pay occupational tax to other jurisdictions or have an office in a
jurisdiction other than that of the City of Cordele. In the event that changes are made in
Georgia State law which would allow for the collection of such administrative fee, then the
City reserves the right to resume its collection of such fee.

3. All applicants who paid the Mechanical Permit Fee from January 1, 2013 until the date of
approval of this settlement agreement that exceeded $20.00 and who produce proof of the
payment of such fee will be provided a credit of the amount that exceeded the $20.00 per
permit against any new application.

4, The City will pay the Plaintiff's counsel attomeys’ fees the sum of $6,000.00, a
compromised figure of the reasonable costs and fees incurred by Plaintiff for Wimberly &
Lawson to bring this matter to the City’s attention and resolution. Upon the signing of

this agreement, the City will proffer a check payable to Wimberly & Lawson in the
amount of $6,000.00.




Upon approval of the suspension of the above identified fees and the payment of monies
to Wimberly & Lawson, the Plaintiff agrees that the matter is resolved and it will not
pursue the issue further

This agreement is cpnditioned upon the acceptance of the terms by the Governing
Authority.

So Agreed, this % day of November, 2015.

For ProzTech, LLC

Y,

Les A Sce1der Edwin T. Cotton
Attorney for the Pro-Tech, LLC Attorney for the City of Cordele
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